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The Asian Financial Society alpha Award (AαA) brings together innovators and investors from 
the US and Asia focusing on the Fintech revolution.  At present time, the United States and Chi-
na have the lead in Fintech development. The goal of AaA is to identify exceptional and invest-
able Fintech companies and Fintech entrepreneurs.
 
The committee of AaA elects one company every year that has been the pioneer in a particular 
sector of Fintech for “AaA Pinnacle” award. “AaA 2017 Pinnacle” award goes to PayPal for being 
the trailblazer in payment and commerce business.
 
Entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial culture has always been the seed for birth of any great 
companies. AaA is on the mission to identify fearless entrepreneurs who make big bangs to 
move the world and humanity forward, and we call such entrepreneurs “Pretty Much the Most 
Amazing Entrepreneur (PrMMAE)”. We gave “AaA 2017 PrMMAE” award to Harper Reed for his 
relentless fighting for the merit and advances of technologies for the world to be better and fairer.

The annual title of AaA of the year is determined by a competition judged by renowned experts 
and investors in the Fintech investment and corporate management. Every year AaA receives 
applications from all around the world to enter to compete for the AaA Fintech company of the 
year. The AaA contestants have the chance to present their businesses to active VCs and to the 
AFS’ community of 15,000 Wall Street professionals. The competition for the title of “AaA 2017” 
is hosted on January 18th, 2018.

Asian Financial Society (AFS) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization established in 1984 in New York City, with 5,000 
Wall Street professional members and 15,000 outreaching 
capacity across the financial services industry in the US and 
Asia. 
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Check-in and Registration

Host Introduction and AFS Video

Venue Introduction

Keynote Speaker #1: Huining Cao
“A Parallel World on Blockchain”

Keynote Q&A

Judges Introduction

Explanation of Competition Rules

Competitors Pitch 

Intermission

Keynote Speaker #2: Adam Daniel Hilkemann 
“A Legal Overview of Investment Fund Investments in Digital Cur-
rencies and Tokens”

Harper Reed award acceptance greeting

AaA 2017 Winner Announcement and Awardee Acceptance 
Speech

Group Photos

Special VIP private dinner, Networking for Other Attendees

Program
1: 30 PM

2:30 PM

2:35 PM

2:40 PM

3:00 PM

3:05 PM

3:20 PM

3:25 PM

6:25 PM

6:35 PM

7:05 PM

7:10 PM

7:20 PM

7:30 PM

*All events are subject to change.
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Judging Rules

The competition will abide by the following judging rules:

Sub-Category
Future growth potential

Market size potential

Market share potential

Progress-and-traction-to-date

Team formation and attractiveness

Competition strategy

Business risk management

Why better from existing players

Key technologies/services novelty

Why and how you can make humanity better

Implementable plans to attack big problems

Weight
10%

5%

5%

10%

10%

10%

10%

5%

15%

5%

15%

Category

Investability

Money

Innovation

Merit

Impact

Value



Keynote Speakers
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/A Parallel World on Blockchain/

Dr. Huining (Henry) Cao is a Professor of Finance, Chair of the Finance Department and the 
Academic Director of the Finance MBA at CKGSB. He earned a PhD in Finance in 1995 from 
UCLA and a PhD in Pathology in 1991 from Yale University.

Before joining CKGSB, he taught at UC Berkeley, UCSD, Ohio State University, Carnegie Mellon 
and UNC Chapel Hill.

Cao’s research has been published in journals including Journal of Finance, Review of Financial 
Studies, Journal of Financial Economics, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of Business, Re-
view of Finance and Marketing Science. Cao is the co-editor of International Financial Review 
and sits on the editorial board of Annals of Economics and Finance and China Financial Review.

Huining (Henry) Cao
Chair and Professor of Finance Department
Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business

Keynote Speaker #1
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/A Legal Overview of Investment Fund Invest-
ments in Digital Currencies and Tokens/

Mr. Hilkemann has significant experience with private equity funds, hedge funds and hybrid funds 
pursuing a variety of investment strategies, including energy, event-driven, real estate, venture 
capital, emerging markets, distressed debt, macro and funds of funds. Mr. Hilkemann regularly 
advises management companies, private equity funds, companies, sponsors and institutional 
investors. He also represents purchasers and sellers in corporate and real estate acquisitions/
dispositions, and he has advised borrowers in commercial finance transactions.

Mr. Hilkemann received his B.A. with honors in history from Harvard University in 2007. He re-
ceived his J.D. magna cum laude in 2010 from Washington University in St. Louis, where he was 
a senior editor for the Washington University Law Review.

Keynote Speaker #2

Adam Hilkemann
Counsel
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP



Contestants
We had great turnout for our AaA 2017 applications. From all the wonderful compa-
nies who have applied, we carefully selected the following 6 finalists to compete for 
the title of AaA 2017.



9

Cherre
Area: Big data, real estate

Cherre’s proprietary platform collects and resolves all public and 
private real-estate data in real-time, and provides unparalleled in-
sight into asset value and viability. Cherre’s productivity suite allows 
agents to prepare all marketing materials, research their clients and 
properties, and prepare pricing reports.

Haitou Capital
Area: Global asset management

Haitou Capital was founded in 2014 in New York and is a leading 
global asset allocation platform, providing individual and institutional 
investors with comprehensive global investment products and ser-
vices. Haitou offers fintech platform based cash management prod-
ucts, fixed income products including Southeast Asia Consumer 
Credit and US Auto Financing and robo-advisory products such as 
Trump and “One Belt One Road” indexes.

Compliant Risk Technology
Area: Big data in compliance & risk management

Compliant Risk Technology provides solutions for financial regula-
tors and undertakings. For financial regulators, Compliant Risk Tech-
nology enable assessing of compliance in integral and automated 
manner, and for financial undertakings, they optimize their process-
es of compliance and risk management making it more efficient and 
effective. Compliant Risk Technology LLC’s product is their financial 
oversight IFSS (Integral Financial Supervisory System) for financial 
regulators which covers the entire financial supervisory cycle.
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XinRongTou
Area: Blockchain & P2B lending

XinRongTou is running an online P2B platform matching individual 
lenders and collateralized business borrowers. They charge man-
agement fees from the lenders and loan origination fees from the 
borrowers. The core competence is the proprietary risk management 
model combined with US technology and local characteristics with 
embedded Blockchain concept.

Symbiont
Area: Blockchain & AI

Symbiont is one of the first companies to successfully deploy block-
chain and smart contract technology in institutional financial services. 
Symbiont’s platform is purposefully built to meet the strict privacy 
and scalability requirements of institutional financial markets. Banks, 
governments, and asset managers are using Symbiont’s platform 
to develop new business lines, increase transparency, reduce risk, 
and save costs. Symbiont’s product has two complementary com-
ponents: their enterprise blockchain platform known as “Assembly”, 
and solutions they have developed in Assembly to address specific 
needs in the financial services industry.

GleeBill
Area: Payment

Gleebill was founded to develop a safe and secure receivables 
processing solution to better serve the 50,000+ eCommerce mer-
chants served by our Shenzhen based parent company, Gleepay, 
LTD. Gleepay provides card-processing services for global sellers 
throughout Asia and Europe. Gleebill provides global receivables 
processing to mid-market e-commerce merchants.



Judges
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Mr. Miller is President & CEO of Ken Miller Capital, LLC (“KMC”), a closely held merchant bank-
ing firm which invests in early stage companies.

Mr. Miller has served successively as Vice Chairman of Merrill Lynch Capital Markets and Credit 
Suisse First Boston. At Merrill Lynch, Mr. Miller built and ran the Mergers & Acquisitions Depart-
ment while forming the first bulge bracket private equity group, Merrill Lynch Capital Partners, as 
well as the very profitable bridge financing business, each of which reported to him. While there 
he led the negotiation for the transaction which first brought Merrill Lynch to China, its investment 
in Sun Hung Kai Securities. Upon leaving Merrill he formed The Lodestar Group, a merchant 
bank which he sold to Societe Generale. After that sale he joined Credit Suisse First Boston as, 
then, their only Vice Chairman, charged with acting as financial advisor to wealthy individuals 
and a number of the world’s largest corporations.

Mr. Miller has served as a member of the Board of Directors of Viacom, Inc., Intelsat Corpora-
tion, Kinder Care Learning Centers (Board Chair), CNA Surety and, now, Loews Corporation 
(NYSE: “L”), the company which controls Diamond Offshore Corporation (NYSE: “DO”), CNA 
Financial Corporation (NYSE: “CNA”), Boardwalk Pipeline Partners, LP (NYSE: “BWP”) and 
Loews Hotels.

Mr. Miller is an active member of the Council on Foreign Relations. He is the Chairman of the 
Advisory Board for the NYU-Shanghai Program on Innovation & Creativity. Mr. Miller has a long 
history of involvement with China including serving as a visiting professor at Peking University’s 
Guanghua School of Management and chairing the Finance Committee for the U.S. Pavilion at 
the 2010 Shanghai Exposition.

Mr. Miller received his B.A. with honors from the University of Michigan (1964), M.A. from Yale 
University (1965 – Chinese Studies), and J.D. from Harvard University (1969). Publications in-
clude articles on China, venture capital, economic development, international relations, and the 
merger market in Foreign Affairs, Time Magazine, The Harvard Journal of Legislation, The Busi-
ness Lawyer, The Far Eastern Economic Review, The New Republic, The Deal, The Nation, and 
Fortune.

Mr. Miller speaks French and Chinese.

Ken Miller
President & CEO 
Ken Miller Capital 
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Sebastien is currently working as the Head of Digital for North America at Chappuis Halder & 
Co, a global consulting firm covering main business lines of the financial services industry and 
offering customized solutions to corporate and investment banks, retail & private banks, and 
insurance companies. Prior to that, he was a project leader for Boston Consulting Group and a 
business application manager for Societe Generale, with industry expertise in corporate strat-
egy and business development, IT & operations transformation, organization and governance 
optimization.

Sebastien strives to bridge the gap between Business and Technology, driving growth and ef-
ficiency in Financial Institutions by connecting them with the best innovations from the market. 
He has rich experience in defining business strategies and leading global transformations in 
Financial Institutions. He keeps meeting with startups, investors and organizations, and always 
trying to better understand the potential of the new technologies, such as blockchain, machine 
learning, and open architectures, which allows him to anticipate their impact and to create op-
portunities for Financial Institutions.

Sebastien obtained his EMBA degree from Harvard Business School, and also his master’s de-
gree in Physics, Computer Science & Industrial Economics from Ecole Polytechnique. He was 
honored the Top 10 FinTech Influencers and Top 10 InsurTech Influencers, and he is fluent in 
English, French, Japanese, Mandarin and Spanish.

Sebastien Meunier
Senior Manager 
Chappuis Halder & Co. 
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Mr. Thek is a deal lawyer who focuses on financings and exits for companies whose core assets 
are intellectual property. From startups to major corporations, he helps companies and investors 
identify, finance, and monetize the technologies, processes, products, and brands that will cre-
ate the most value for them.

Mr. Thek is co-founder and COO of GrapeArborVC, an angel investor group that advises and 
provides financial backing to promising tech startups.He is co-founder of VentureCrushFG, which 
provides mentoring and peer group networking for high-potential tech entrepreneurs; and he is 
on the Executive Committee of VentureCrushAV, a networking program that regularly brings to-
gether seed-stage investors and entrepreneurs to build the ecosystem in and around New York 
City.

Ray likes to work with investors to spot companies at their earliest possible stage, often when 
there’s nothing to see but an entrepreneur with a bright idea. From there, he advises the inves-
tors or founders on every facet of the development and financing of the business. He helps them 
build relationships with customers and strategic partners, and when the company matures to the 
point where it attracts buyers, he helps his clients plan for an orderly and successful exit.

He also works on the buy side, helping established companies of all sizes target and acquire 
other companies that are a good fit with their strategic objectives. He helps them think through 
the required characteristics and then spots the companies that possess them.

Raymond P.Thek 
Partner 
Lowenstein Sandler 
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Jeffrey Lam is the founder of Lam Generation, a leading hospitality real estate development firm 
in New York City. Previously, Jeffrey worked with Helmsley-Spear focusing on the Manhattan 
market as a broker and consultant. He also spent several years directly involved in the hospital-
ity industry as a team member managing and restructuring new hotel startups. Jeffrey special-
izes in the acquisition and development of real estate and manages new business opportunities 
for the company.

Lam Generation currently owns five hotels throughout New York City and has an additional two 
properties under development, each affiliated with Marriott, Starwood, or Hilton. The company’s 
first hotel development project, the Hampton Inn SoHo, was recognized by Hilton Hotels Corpo-
ration as the Deal of the Year in 2007. Their portfolio spans over 1,000,000 square feet of New 
York City hotel and residential development projects.

Jeffrey graduated from Pennsylvania State University, State College with a B.S. in Finance. He 
speaks English and Cantonese. He currently is involved in PREF a real estate organization. His 
past board affiliations include Big Apple Greeters and Dollars for Scholars.

As the Venture Partner with Santander InnoVentures, Board Member for FINTECH Circle Insti-
tute, Co-Founder for RegTech Lab, and Mentor & Advisor for Blockchain Space and Startupboot-
camp FinTech, Pascal Bouvier is an outstanding Fintech expert and talented multi-tasker who 
arranges everything perfectly.

Pascal Bouvier is a reformed executive, entrepreneur and operator with a broad experience 
in stage venture capital and micro PE investments in fintech small post revenue companies, 
startups, and turnarounds. He built the fintech investment arm of Route 66 Ventures, which later 
jumped to the list of top 10 global fintech venture firms. He is now employing his rich experience 
in helping Santander InnoVentures grow into one of the top 5 global fintech corporate venture 
firms.

Pascal Bouvier graduated from the University of Virginia Darden School of Business with the 
MBA degree and worked as the vice president at International Business Society, Darden Rugby 
Team; he got his bachelor’s degree from ISC Paris with the focus on Finance and Venture Cap-
ital. He is also a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and fluent in Danish, French, and English.

Jeff Lam
President 
Lam Generation

Pascal Bouvier
Partner 
Santander InnoVentures 



Sponsors & Partners
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Sponsor
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Venue Sponsor

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP is a leading global law 
firm providing innovative legal services and business solutions 
to individuals and institutions. We are one of the world’s largest 
law firms, with more than 900 lawyers and professionals in 20 
offices. Our firm’s clients range from individuals to corporations 
and foreign governments.

We were founded in Texas in 1945 by Robert Strauss and Rich-
ard Gump, with the guiding vision that commitment, excellence 
and integrity would drive the success of the firm. We incorpo-
rated those qualities into the firm’s core values as we grew into 
an international full-service firm positioned at the intersection 
of commerce, policy and the law. Our goal in every engage-
ment is to offer a level of client service that not only meets but 
anticipates our clients’ needs and exceeds their expectations. 
From reputational defense of headline-makers to down- and 
midstream energy investments, from precedential class action 
dismissals to protection of terrorism’s victims, we serve clients 
in over 85 practices that range from the traditional, such as litiga-
tion and corporate, to the contemporary, such as climate change 
and national security. Our lawyers, many of them with years of 
experience in the boardroom, on the bench and in the halls of 
government, collaborate across borders and practice areas to 
provide comprehensive counsel.
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Press Attendance
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Other Partners & Sponsors
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Working Group Acknowledgement

AaA Committee:
Avery Starr
AFS Board Member and AaA Committee Chair, Managing Director, Seatig Inc.

Charlie Peng
AFS Chairman, SVP and Head of Market Risk Mgmt, Bank of China USA

Arnold Chu
AFS Treasurer, US Financial Regulator 

Jack Xu
AFS President, Director of Regulatory Reporting and Policy, BNY Mellon

Morgan Jones
AFS Board Member and Co-Media Head, Assistant Vice President, New York City Economic 
Development Corporation

Kewa Luo
AFS Secretary General, Head of Public Relations, Kandi Technologies Group (NASDAQ:KNDI)

Shan Chen
AFS Board Member, CEO, CubeTech Consulting LLC

Kristine Ci
AFS Member/Volunteer, Corporate Investment Banking FP&A Associate, JP Morgan

Louis Zhang
AFS Member/Volunteer, Equity research analyst, Tigress

Xiaoye (Kelly) Yin
AFS Member/Volunteer, Operations Analyst

Jie (Ophilie) Zhou
AFS Member/Volunteer, Corporate Banking Analyst, ICBC
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AaA Volunteers:
 
Craig Williston, AFS Advisor, Regulatory Consultant, Vaco

Zhirou (Ada) Wu, AFS Executive Assistant, Real Estate Investment and Development Manager, 
Symmetry Property Development 

Shenhao (Josh) Ju, AFS Executive Assistant, Private Equity Associate, WoodLake Group

Xinye (Maggie) Li, AFS Executive Assistant, Co-founder and COO of Bridgefield International 
Inc.

Joy Zheng, AFS Executive Assistant, StoneCastle Cash Management

Peng Yu, AFS Volunteer, Graphic Designer, Seatig Inc. 

Jay Tan, AFS Volunteer, Web Front-end Developer, Seatig Inc. 

Jeff Lee, AFS Volunteer, Web Developer, Seatig Inc. 

Jumee Zhang, AFS Volunteer, Senior Developer, Seatig Inc.  

Yuyang (Reiko) Gu, AFS Volunteer, Financial Analyst, Hunt Companies 

Luyi Han, AFS Volunteer, Graduate Student of Global Finance at Fordham University 

Anni Su, AFS Volunteer, Graduate Student of Financial Risk Management at University of Con-
necticut

Zengkang (Maggie) Xu, AFS volunteer, Graduate Student of Fordham University majoring in 
global finance

Yanlin (Leon) Li, AFS Volunteer, Financial Advisor, Tigress Financial Partners 

Yemao (Blake) Zhou, AFS Volunteer, Equity Research Analyst, Tigress Financial Partners

Ping Deng, AFS Volunteer, Essen Capital, Mortgage Loan Originator

Shermie Qian, AFS Volunteer, New Development Analyst, Compass

Chunxiao Xu, AFS Volunteer, Real Estate Analyst, EPIC Commercial Realty

Wenyu Lian, AFS Volunteer, Finance Analyst, Morgan Stanley

Shenzhi Ju, AFS Volunteer, Associate Portfolio Manager, Tigress Financial Partners

Cong Chen, AFS Volunteer, Research Assistant, FactSet





Contact Us:
Asian Financial Society (AFS) alpha Award
P.O. Box 357, Church St. Station, New York, NY 10008
www.afstoday.org/alpha/
alpha@afstoday.org 


